INTRODUCTION
This course is an introduction to the institutions, processes and policies of the American political system. This introduction strives for three basic goals. First, the course attempts to develop the students' basic understanding of the fundamental characteristics of American political institutions and the forces that influence the decisions of elites who direct those institutions. Second, the course tries to introduce students to a critical evaluation of the performance of those institutions and elites and to encourage the student to examine the achievements of the political system in comparison to the ideals of democracy. Third, the course aims to offset the cynicism and privatism prevalent in the American political system and to help students recognize the positive and necessary role that politics play in the health of any democratic political system. It is assumed that each of these goals represents a necessary condition for participation in a democratic polity.
ATTENDANCE
Students are required to attend all classes. Attendance will be part of the instructor evaluation grade. Students missing class for legitimate reasons will be excused but the instructor reserves the right to judge the legitimacy of the excuse. Common courtesy also requires that students inform the instructor as soon as when absences will be unavoidable.
ACADEMIC HONESTY
All students should be aware of their obligations under the Academic Honesty Policy published in the Student Handbook. 
BOOKS

EVALUATION OF THE STUDENTS' WORK
The student's final grade will be based on a 400 point system. 
Exams
For each exam, students will be provided possible essays in advance of the exam that will focus student preparation for the exam.
Quizzes
Students will be given 10 quizzes -1 per week for 10 weeks -based on materials from the Washington Post National Weekly Edition, which is available, by subscription through the Moravian College Book Store.
The Missing Class: Portraits of the Near Poor in America
Students will submit a book review of The Missing Class: Portraits of the Near Poor in America by Katherine Newman and Victor Tan Chen. This paper should be four to six pages typewritten and should engage the questions such as those listed below. Some of the questions overlap or are otherwise related to each other. As such, students might answer them simultaneously and should not treat them as a series of take home essay questions. Rather, students should write an integrated essay reflecting on what they have read. Students should also be aware that they need not address every question listed below with a distinct answer. This book review is due 2/15.
• What is the principal thesis of the book?
• Does the material in the book support the thesis offered by the author? What evidence in the book can be offered to support her conclusions? What examples, data, or illustrations best represent the author's thesis? • What are the books strengths and weaknesses? What elements of the book did you find most compelling? What elements did you find least compelling? Why?
Instructor Evaluation
The instructor will evaluate each student for his or her participation, involvement in and contributions to the course. This portion of the grade will reflect all activities in the course that are not otherwise specified in the syllabus including attendance and participation in class discussion.
Date
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